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June 14, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Why Will Most Christians Be Lost?”

Shall we pray …

Why would I title a sermon with such a question? Why Will Most Christians Be Lost? What do we discover about God’s intentions when we read:

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” It seems to me that if God had His way, how many people that have lived, or are still living, would be saved? The answer would be everyone. Did God create man in vain? What often quoted scripture indicates that God wanted all of His created humanity to be saved?

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” For God so loved the world says it all. By world, He doesn’t mean the physical matter of the planet; He means the crowning point of His creation, mankind. Then He uses the 4 words whosoever believeth in Him. Whosoever could have been everyone, however whosoever means those who believe in Jesus and those who believe in Jesus will meet all the conditions of salvation. Those who stand on a single scripture and say all you have to do is believe … and you are saved, … throw out a very important principle of Bible study found in Isaiah 28:9, 10.
“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:  

Whether the Bible doctrine pertains to salvation or the state of the dead, or the second coming of Jesus or the Sabbath day, the fact remains that a doctrine in scripture cannot be determined by a single scripture, as a single scripture can have several different interpretations.
So why will most Christians be lost? First let’s deal with those who are not of our faith. In the Roman Catholic religion by the end of 2012, there were 1.228 billion members or to put it another way, there were 1,228 million Catholics. There are 800 million to 1 billion Protestants worldwide, a figure harder to calculate as there are between 33,000 – 38,000 denominations professing Christianity.
 So with 2+ billion people in the world professing to be Christian, how many would be safe to bring to heaven? Well God is Judge, but this we do know that when Jesus comes He will bring His reward to give everyone their just due, as stated in Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”

Will all baptized Sunday-keeping Christians who have professed belief in Jesus be saved? The answer of course is NO, as most continued in willful sin and were strangers to victorious living. Will any baptized Sunday-keeping Christians who have professed belief in Jesus be saved? The answer of course is YES. Those who lived up to all the light that they had, and lived victorious lives would have come under Acts 17:30: “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”
What about today in 2014, will there be any baptized Sunday-keeping Christians who have professed belief in Jesus be saved? I’m not saying there won’t be, but I do believe that ignorance is no longer an excuse, since we are in the final generation and live in an age where resources are available to study these things out. The unfortunate thing today is that people trust their salvation to fallible, erring men and women. They are too lazy and indolent to study the issues regarding salvation. God has many people in all religions that He calls My people, especially in the Sunday-keeping churches. The Sabbath issue comes up and people are exposed to truth, but often reject it as a cultish practice.
We know that when the National Sunday law is passed, commencing the little time of trouble, that the three angel’s messages will be preached under the mighty latter rain of the Holy Spirit, with the call of the 4th angel’s message for God’s people to come out of Babylon, that many will heed the call and come out, uniting with God’s remnant people. Sadly, the majority will stay in and receive the mark of the beast, putting them in a lost condition when the probation ends at the close of the judgment.

So why will most Christians be lost? 
REASON #1 – Religious leaders

In Jeremiah 23:1 the Scriptures say, “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.”

Isaiah 56:10, 11 God’s Prophet Says, “His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.  Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.”

For many Sunday-keeping Christians, the greatest enemy to their salvation are the pastors who are steeped in tradition and scriptural errors.
Malachi 2:7-9 “For the priest's lips (pastor’s lips) should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he [is] the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.”
So God has pronounced a woe on the very people who should be the mouthpiece of God, who were derelict in duty, departing from the clear direction of the Word of God and casting away commandments of God. They have clearly shown that they, like the pontiff in Rome, serve a father who is not the Almighty God.
So why will most Christians be lost? 

REASON #2 – Everyone wants to go to heaven, but few want to pay the price. But Pastor Vaughn, salvation is free, what do you mean “pay the price?” It is true that salvation is free, but it wasn’t cheap. Jesus said in Matthew 16:24 “… If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
The price involves a cross which includes self-denial. People today want easy, cross-less, feel good religion without sacrifice or self-denial. 
As it pertains to appetite, few Sunday-keeping Christians today would deprive themselves of eating anything they deem tasty, nor are they restricting themselves when it comes to quantity of food at one sitting. I do not believe that there is such a thing as an obese Christian; however, I do believe there are a large number of obese people who go to Christian churches.
 Few Christians today practice the Bible plan of stewardship when it comes to tithe and offerings. But when it comes to entertainment and cruises and shopping and sports, self-denial is not in their vocabulary.
 Jesus commands His followers to “Search the scriptures …” John 5:39. Few Christians today are studying to show themselves approved unto God, workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Tim. 2:15. In fact, the sum total of their scripture intake for most Sunday-keeping Christians is what they hear in church and at funerals. That’s especially obvious at funerals where everybody gets an immediate pass to heaven regardless of the life they lived.
Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, …” They have forgotten the very part of the law that says remember. God’s people will be a kingdom of priests, but the people spoken of here God says, “… thou shalt be no priest to me: …”

If you ask a Sunday-keeping Christians today if they know Jesus, they will look at you oddly, but the fact is that they know about Jesus, but they do not know Him, according to the scripture read prior to the sermon. 1 John 2:3, 4. “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” If you dare to point out the 4th commandment and its obligation on Christians, you will know what Jesus meant when He said, “… The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; …” Oftentimes witnessing to a tree will produce a better response. If you ask a Sunday-keeping Christian if they love Jesus, they would say yes. If you ask them if they love Jesus enough to be obedient to what He asks of you, they will say yes. But if you quote John 14:15 where Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” And then pointed out that He means the Ten Commandments He wrote on stone on Mt. Sinai, than they will say something like: those commandments were nailed to the cross. The problem is your speaking about change which means coming out of their comfort zone.
So the question is this: Is there hope for the Sunday-keeping Christians today, who are travelling the broad road leading to destruction? Prior to the time of trouble, they will have hope if they respond to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and search for truth, and when they find truth, faithfully follow it. Hope is found only on the narrow path. 
Satan has almost the whole Christian world following their feelings and not a plain “thus saith the Lord.” How God mourns over these deceived ones. But soon they will be exposed to the real truth of the three angel’s messages, and then they will have to make the all important eternal decision.

So what about those who call themselves the “Remnant Church?” The Sabbath-keeping Adventists. Will they be saved? Well as we have recently studied in Daniel 11:41 “He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many shall be overthrown:” We learned that “he,” the king of the north, the Papacy, shall enter “the glorious land,” the Seventh-day Adventist Church “and many shall be overthrown.” They would enter by infiltration and work their way up to 

1. high leadership positions in Conferences, in Unions, Divisions, and in the General Conference itself so as to affect policy. Where would be a vital place to infiltrate and change the direction of the denomination? 

2. They would infiltrate colleges and universities in general, 

3. and the seminaries in particular so as to affect the thinking of the future leaders in the denomination and the leadership at the church level, so as to affect the pillars of the faith and what we believe as a people and the standards of the church.

All this has been done and the Seventh-day Adventist Church finds itself in the center of the prophesied “Omega of Apostasy.” For the most part, Satan-led men have a firm grip on the denominational structure and it will one day be swept away. Does that mean that most SDA’s will be lost?
God’s Prophet Says in {EW 72}: “I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their condition is far better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they needed to be hewed and squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration has gone forth, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." I saw that none could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.’
The question to ask yourself is, “Am I neglecting the preparation so needful in looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" so that I may be fit to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight?” How would you answer that question? You should answer it with more self-probing questions like, 
1. “Am I a faithful 24 hour Sabbath-keeper?” 
2. “Am I a faithful steward in tithe and offerings?” 

3. “Do I have the victory over appetite as it pertains to God’s commands in scripture and the testimony of Jesus regarding healthful eating in the last days, or has my appetite got the victory over me?” 

4. “Am I faithful to my 23 baptismal vows which are vows made to God?”
5. “Am I faithful in Sabbath School and church attendance and planned programs?”
6. “Do I understand the basis of salvation as stated in Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” That Jesus did all the work and there is nothing I can do to contribute to the basis?”

7. “Do I understand the conditions of salvation being; 1. Believe in Jesus; 2. Repent of sins when convicted by the Holy Spirit; 3. Confess my sins understanding what it cost; 4. Baptism and 5. Keeping the commandments.
Brothers and Sisters we are talking about preparing for eternity and there will be no additional lifetime to make such preparation. When probation ends either by death from natural causes or an accident or following the time of trouble, we are sealed with no second chance to get it right. Putting off for the future changes we need to make now is high risk gambling.
When we look at what God asks us to do, that may involve sacrifice, what is our attitude towards sacrifice? Do we think being a Seventh-day Adventist is too heavy a cross? We are talking about salvation.
What did the Father sacrifice to make salvation possible?

What did Jesus sacrifice to make salvation possible?

God needs a people He can trust in these last days to vindicate His throne and His Sabbath and His law, before the whole universe. But God’s people, who will be His vindicators, will not be those who want easy religion without a cross. It will not be those who are putting off making changes, for which they have been convicted by God’s Spirit.

God’s Prophet Says in 9T 15, 16 “Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between those who serve God and those who serve Him not. Soon everything that can be shaken will be shaken, that those things that cannot be shaken may remain.”--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 15, 1

Joe Crews wrote a booklet, “It is Easier to be Saved than it is to be lost.” I think that was the title. When a Seventh-day Adventist Christian is willing to follow Jesus without reserve, in every area that we have been counseled, then it truly is easier to be saved than it is to be lost.

Finally since Jesus has commanded us in Matthew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen”
The last self-examining question therefore would be, “Am I distributing literature to as many souls as I can?”
God’s Prophet Says in Christian Service 146.2 {God calls upon His people to act like living men, and not be indolent, sluggish, and indifferent. We must carry the publications to the people and urge them to accept.-- Southern Watchman, April 25, 1905.  {ChS 146.2} 
May God help each one of us to deepen our resolve and commitment, 

Let us pray …
